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Dear Readers, 
The moment we think of August, Independence 
day springs to our minds. To those of us who saw 
GOKULAM the dawn of independence 62 years ago, it was 
the most thrilling experience of our lives. Itis very 
printed and published at | gifficult to describe that feeling and even more 
pcan difficult to understand it, 
Bharathan Pubicatons Private | ‘But what does independence mean to us to 
Limited Toa starving person one square meal a day may 
ai buldngs, mean independence; to a schoo! boy, not 
“pacd Eheedabangal | being forced to carry a back breaking bag 
Chennai - 600 032 may mean independence: to 
a handicapped person, gift 
of awheel chair may mean 
independence, and so on, 
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But independence in much more than 
these wants and longings. The most important 
reward of independence is the right to think and 
the right to express one’s thoughts fearlessly. 
Ofcourse there are many other fundamental rights 
enshrined in our constitution. But all those rights 
will come to nought, if we are not able to say what 
we think is right and what we firmly believe is 
wrong. This right leads to debates, out of which 
truth emerges like butter from churned yogurt. 
This right therefore, is the essence of democracy. 
Ofcourse, this right should not be misused to 
‘online spread slander. Likewise every fundamental right 
SERN should be enjoyed with restraint. 
‘subscription rates (one year] Responsible freedom is the key to a peaceful 
nian: R20) and prosperous nation and not freedom from 


oversaas :Rs.1200/- 
BE Magazine for Cite | responsibilty! - Editor 








to buy, read and e 









Today, a common item found in 
everybody's hand is the mobile. In 1990's, 
only a few thousand families owned the 
mobile phone but today all the members 
of a family, especially in urban areas, have 
an individual mobile of their own! 

Of course, no one can deny the 
advantages of this small, handy instru- 
ment, wherein you are accessible 24/7 to 
the world. Caught in the traffic jam, extra 
classes at your college or a sudden meeting 
atthe office - with the help of the mobile 
you can assure your loved ones of your 
safety and well being. Indeed a blessing 
to harried and tense parents. 

Unfortunately there are certain other 
aspects which not many people are aware 
of. One of the major disadvantages of 
using a mobile constantly is the adverse 
effect which it may have on the human 
body. The mobile phones emit certain 
radiations which may prove harmful to 
humans over a period of time. Scientists 












cause accidents vis-a-vis drunken 
drivers. 

Taking all this into consider- 
ation, the Government of 
India has banned the use of 
mobiles by children below 
eighteen years of age. But, itis 
really disheartening to find 
many children playing games, 
sending messages or chatting 
with their friends on the mobile 
which is a real waste of 
invaluable time in addition to 
being a health hazard. In my 
opinion, itis parents who need 
to be educated about the ill- 
effects and harm caused by 
indiscriminate mobile usage. 

- K.Kiran Nayak, Std, X 
St. Joseph's Indian High 
School, Bengalooru 


Mosite Menace 


have found that a decade of continuous use 
of the mobile increased the risk of brain 
cancer, memory loss, mental confusion 
and head ache considerably. This is even 
more so in children who have thinner skulls 
and developing nervous system. Another 
research has established that drivers who 
speak on the mobile while driving are 


more likely to lose concentration and [a 
















Congratulations to Gokulam for 


entering yet another brand new year. 
Happy Birthday to you. Best wishes 
for nurturing young talent and 
making children of India, the most 
intelligent of all. 
- J.GAnchana Devi, 
Std. Xil, Kendriya Vidyalaya, 
NAL, Bengalooru 
(Thanks for the wishes. And 
congratulations to all young readers 
and contributors, who are the back 
bone of Gokulam, ~ Editor) 








Hi Gokulam, Wish you a very 
happy birthday. You are simply 
lovely and I am a great fan of yours 
Please publish a weekly issue. As 
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your birthday gift, 1 am sending you 
the address of my school 

- Varsha Venkat, Vagdevi 

Vilas, Marathahalli, Bengalooru 





Tama regular reader of Gokulam 
and I think itis doing a great job of 
encouraging young readers snd 
writers. I thank the editor and her 
team for making Gokulam one of my 
favourite magazines, 

- N.Mlohanapriya, Std. IX, Cluny 
MHSS, Salem, Tamil Nadu 














The Birthday Special (July 
Issue) was very interesting. Lreslly 
liked reading “Sitamma and the Twin 
Ghosts”, “Effendi” and the poster: 


TONS Ol 


Keep up the good work Gokulam. 
Happy Birthday to you! 
 Puranjan Dey, Std. VI, Buxi 
Jagabandhu English Medium 
School, Bhubaneshviar 








Thave been reading Gokulam for 
the past few months and I love it. 
There are many competitions end 
exciting stories to look forward to. 
When I got my prize money ‘or 
Viewpoint, 1 was really thrilled. It 











was the first payment of my 
life,..something which I will never 
forget. Could you please make 
Gokulam a weekly magazine? 

+ GRaga Reddy, Std, Vil, Little 
Flower High School, Hyderabad 

(Our heartiest congratulations on 
receiving the very first payment of 
your life. ~ Editor) 





Gokulam is the only magazine 
that accepts various suggestions 
from its readers and also keeps 
us updated on various 
issues. We all love yo 
Gokulam. 

- C.K.Thivia, Std.Xil, 
KY, Madurai 





) 


hicieron 

and have a great time going through 

the various sections. I finish reading 

itin a couple of days... so could you 
please make it a weekly? 

~ Sangeeta, Std.X, 

TA Pai EMHS, Manipal 


Dear Editor, thanks a million for 
printing my photo and wishing me 
‘on my birthday. Gokulam has helped 
me to do well in my board exams. 





Thanks for bringing out such a 
fabulous magazine. 
~ Ajay Ashok, Sid, XI, St.Michaels 
‘School, Adyar, Chennai 
(Dear Ajay, Congrats for 
securing good marks in the board 
exams. Here's wishing you success 
in all your future endeavors. 
- Editor) 


Tiove Gokulam very much and 
regularly participate in the 
Viewpoint and Zero-In 
section. Though I have 
never received any prizes 

for the same, I am happy 
when I find that I have 
answered them all correctly. 
- Karthik Kalyan Kumar 


(We are really inspired by your 
s! positive attitude and spirit. 
| 
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Unfortunately, the importance 
and significance of wateris taken for 
granted by many of us, especially in 
metros and cities. We are depleting 
‘our water resources at an alarming 
rate without realizing that only one 
percent of the total available 
resources is fresh water and fit for 
human consumption. The explosion 
in human population coupled ‘with 
a frenzied pace of developrient 
and industrialization is using up 
water much faster than it can 
recharge itself. 

In this race, more than a billion 
unfortunate people do not have 
access to safe drinking water and 
millions of women and children have 

How much we enjoy a cold totravel long distances to fetch water 
shower ora drink of cool water ona for domestic purposes, that too on a 
hotsummer day! Think foramoment daily basis. 
how it would be if we had no water 

to quench our So, what is water? Of course, 
thirst or cool the default reply to this question is 
ourtired body..! that itis a chemical substance with 


Every Drop 


For millions of people the formula H,O, that is, two parts 
around the world, this of hydrogen to a single part of 
very basic necessity is in reality a oxygen. Water is a colourless, 
luxury. tasteless, shapeless substance 





possessing capillary action and is 
also a universal solvent, ‘These are 
the basic fucts taught to us in our 
primary classes which every child 
knows. But water is all these and 
something more too, Water is LIFE, 
Without water life would cease to 
exist 

Shortage of water is also fuelling 
many conflicts, as seen by the 
example of Tamil Nadu - Karnataka 
Cauvery dispute, which has been 
dragging along for a number of 
decades without any resolution, In 
fact, experts have warmed that water 
will be the cause of most of the 
world’s future wars... a really 
frightening prediction. 











White the situation is pretty 
grim, all is not lost. There are many 
ways to tackle this crisis. The 
heuds of various governments, 
organizations and scientists 
are constantly conducting global 


Counts! 





awareness campaigns and 
conferences and trying to 
find solution to this major 
crisis looming large over our 
heads, 
‘They are trying to tackle the 














problem of water pollution, which is 
‘one of the main reasons for lack of 
water, Chemicals, metals, oils, 
industrial, human and animal waste 
¢ some of the major pollutants 
which make potable water impure 
and unsafe for drinking, Billions of 
dollars are being spent by various 
countries to construct water 
treatment plants and in related 
research, 

While the governments and 
international bodies are diligently 
working on this problem, there are 
certain small things which we as 
individuals could follow in order to 
reduce the water crisis and contribute 
cour mite (bit) towards water 
conservation, 











Water conservation begins at 
home and we must positively 
do our share in order 














rr 





a 
to save this life giving force. 

- Attend to any repairs in 
your bathrooms, wash basins 
immediately. Leaky taps result in 
wastage. 

Tur off the taps tightly so 
that they do not leak, as drips can 
cost us gallons of water. 

- Do not keep the tap open 
continuously while you are washing, 











be it vessels or vegetables. Fill a 
bowl of water and use it for cleaning 





+ See to it that your washing 
‘machine runs on full load. Do not 
use the machine in order to wash a 
couple of dirty clothes; this is a 
waste of water as well as electricity. 

- Bathrooms and toilets are places 
of major water consumption. Avoid 
flushing garbage down the drain. 

- Indian style toilets use up less 
water in comparison to western 
ones. If your bathroom has a 
western toilet, then you may install 
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alow flush option, wherein a lesser 
quantity of water is used. 

- It is fun to stand under the 
shower but do not use it 
indiscriminately. Keep a time limit 
and stick to it, Standing under the 
shower for 5-7 minutes is plenty. 

~ Turn off the wash basin tap when 
you are brushing your teeth, This is 
something which most of us fail to 
do. 

- You may water your plants with 
the water used to clean vegetables, 
rice, pulses, ete 

Installation of rain water 
harvesting in all buildings would be 
a definite advantage. 

~ Water your plants in the early 
morning as there is lesser 
evaporation at this time of day. 

- Native plants require less water 
and care when compared to 
exotic and foreign flowers and 
plants. 

- Wash your vehicles with a 
bucket and mug instead of a hose 
pipe. 





Following these small things 
religiously will go a long way in 
conserving this precious natural 
resource. Let us learn to cherish and 
respect water, for itis something ‘we 
can only consume but never 
produce! ° 


Vote for your Poster 


Dear Children, 
From the July issue, ourreaders were given the option 
to choose the person they wanted to be featured in the 
poster page. Continuing the same, YOU CAN VOTE 
this month too. 

The only criterion is that you have to be under 18! 
All you have to do is to mark a tick (V/jagai 












nst the person 





of your choice, giving reason for the sume. Fill in the coupon below, 
cut it ou 
poster pal 


nd post it to us. The most popular choice will make it to the 





1 one of the forthcoming issues of Gokulam. 





© Five entries that detail the best reasons will get a reward of Rs 50/-each, 
© Last date for receipt of entries: 25.08.2009. 


© Editors decision is final. 














Roger Federer| | fichael Jackson [ | Sania Mirza Pokemon 
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The Editor, Gokulam, Kalki Buildings, 
47-NP, Jawaharlal Nehru Road, Ekkaduthangal, Chennai - 600 032. 
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J.Richis Jenisha and Jesvanth 
celebrate their 12th and 10th birthday 
on August 24th 
We wish them a very happy. 
prosperous and cheerful birthday. 
- Mom and Dad 


Dear Ms.Ganesh, as you 
celebrate your Ith birthday on 14th 
of August, may God bless you wtih 
happiness and success all through 
your life. 

- Amma, Appa and relatives 


My sweet brother C.S.M.Harish 
celebrates his 11th birthday on 















rthday. May God shower his 
ngs on youand fulfil all your 
dreams 
= Sister C.S.M.Vevetha 

A very happy birthday to our 
beloved Rakshantha who is 
celebrating her 11th birthday on 17th 
of August, Wishing her health, 
happiness, prosperity and a bright 
future, 
- Grandma, Mom, Dad and Unni 


Happy Birthday to N.Ravi 
Prakash. May the Almighty shower 
his choicest blessings on my sweet 
brother and make him enjoy his life 
on this beautiful earth. May his 13th 
year beginning on August 4th, bring 
him happiness and success always. 
Wishing him a happy, healthy and 
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ae LS 
beautiful life. 
- With love, Parents and Akka 


My brother P. Arvind celebrates 
his 13th birthday on 4th of August. 
Wishing you many more haopy 
returns of the day 

With love, Parents, Abhyaya, 
friends and cousins. 











Swathi Sreekumar celebrates 
her 8th birthday on August 9th. 
Here’s wishing you a very hagpy 
birthday. 

~ Your dear sister Shivali 





D.devipriya is entering her 
eleventh year on August 12th. A very, 
very happy birthday! 

- Your dear brother D.Hari Sai Deepa 
and your best friend M.Priyanka 











Dearest Asmita, a gift of s:ars 
and moon on the 25th of August. 

- From your dear brothers, 

Siddhant and Sankeertan 


Master Shreyas.K celebrates his 
15th birthday on August 18th. We 
wish hima very happy birthday and 
best of luck for his upcoming exams, 

- Mom, Dad, patti and all 
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Name: 
Age: 13 


Alika Chowlu 





s: Clo Principal, V.K.V. 
Tafrogam, Tezu, Lohit, Arunachal 
Pradesh, 792001 


+ 

Address: 603, Dinesh Ilam, 
Vannier Nagar, Periya Pudur, 
Salem - 636016 

Hobbies: Drawing, reading 
Gokulam, making new designs, 
arts and crafts, swimming, 
reading adventures stories and 
cycli 





Name: D.Pavithra 

Age: 12 

Address: 571, Sakthi Main Road, 
Kavindappadi, Erode dt 

Hobbies: Cycling with my 
brother and friends, drawing, 
collecting coins, reading books, 
watching tv and playing games. 





ndship 





Hobbies: Watching T.V, 
with friends, playing video games 
and reading. 





Name: K. Vamsi 

Age: 16 

Address: 17, Old Town ship road, 
Aarthi Rajalakshmi Apartments, 
Ambattur, Ch - 600 053 

Hobbies: Philately, playing 
cricket, reading books. 


Name: A, Monishaa 
Age: Il 
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Name: H. Sangita 

Age: 9 

Address: 1122, M.-P Road, Opp 
10 TVS, Coimbatore - 43 

Hobbies: Painting, dancing, 
singing 





Name: Ashish Mohanty 

Age: 14 

Address: Plot No. 555 
Brahmeswar Colony, Palasuni, 
Rasulgarh, Bhubaneswar 

Hobbies: Surfing the net, 








Name: D, Sindhusha 


Age: 13 
Address: H.No.1, Surya 
Complex, Dayananda Nagar, 





Malkajgiri, Hyderabad - 500 047 
Hobbies: Nature watching, 
playing with pets and cycling 
Name: N, Mohanapriya 
e214 
Address: 177/11 D, Thirunagar, 
2nd cross, Hasthampatti, Salem 
636007. 
Hobbies: Reading books, 
drawing, writing poems, 


CNS 








‘0 music, surfing the net 


and collecting coins, 


‘Name: Nidhi. Yashavanth 
e: 13 
ldress 
Kempegowda | 
Bengalooru - 85. 

Hobbies: Surfing, watching 
movies, reading, playing and 
listening to music. 











No.578, Ist cross, 
out, BSK 3rd stage, 











‘Name: Eshella Ngadong 
Age: 12 

Address: Clo. Principal, V.K.V. 

Tafrogam, Tezu, Lohit, Arunachal 

Pradesh, - 792001 

Hobbies: Reading 

story books, playing 

badminton, 

col 








coins 





ction, swimming, 
dancing, making pen- 
pals. ° 
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Tam very thin despite the — done about genes which are determined 
‘fact that I eat well. My friends by your parentage, managing the other 
have nick-named me “Miss twois in your hands. 


Skeleton”. What should! doto You may increase your intake by 
gain more weight and look twenty five percent. But instead of 
healthy? consuming fat rich food like butter and 


+ GQNiranjana, Std IX, sugar, you should take care that your 

Amalorpavam HSS, _ increased diet contains more of protein, 
Pondicherry fruits and vegetables 

Most of us think that exercise is 

necessary only for over-weight people 

While this is true, exercise is a must for 

thin people too. The right kind of 

exercises help us to gain weight by 

increased absorption of nutrition. You 


dicatio 


may opt for any kind of exercise based 
‘on your life style and time availability, 
be it swimming, skipping or running. 

= But it is also better to consult your 

Ji doctor who will check for any 
deficiencies like thyroid and anaemia 
which could also cause weight loss. 








There are three main factors am in tenth standard and want to 
which usually decide a person's score well in my board exams, But I 
weight. They are genes, diet and find that I get extremely tense during 
exercise, While nothing can be my examinations. Could you please 

Dr.N.A.Jayayelan > 
as told to G.S.Subramanian 
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suggest a solution? 
~ Spoorti.B.H, Std. X, SBR 
Public School, Gulbarga, 
Karnataka 


or Meditation? 


Tension always occurs due 
to lack of proper planning and 
improper time management. 
You need to plan your 
activities in advance. Take a 
diary or a note book and 
write down your targets for 
the month. Then, break it 
down into daily targets which 
will make it easier and 
manageable for you. But 
planning is not enough; you 
have to implement it too. See 
that you follow your daily 
plan and at the end of the 


day you will feel relaxed. And when it 
is exam time, you will find yourself 
tension free. All the best!! 








We are surrounded by air which is 
composed of many gases. But how is it 
that we inhale only oxygen and not the 

other gases? Kindly explain this 

marvellous phenomenon as 1 

am very curious to learn about 

it. 


- Varun.G, Std. XI, Kendriya 
Vidyalaya, Kolar Gold Field, 
Karnataka 

The air in addition to various gases 
also contains 
many suspended 
particles and we 
inhale all of them. 
The minute hairs inside our nose, filter 
the particles in the nasal passage. 
All gases, not just oxygen enter our 
respiratory system and reach the 














a a a 


alveoli, which are the Whenever I sit down to study, I 
smallest part of our lungs. find myself getting distracted very 
The air enters on one side of easily. 1am not able to concentrate 
the wall of the alveoli andon continuously, even for a few 
the other side is impure minutes. How do I improve my 
blood. Impure blood is power of concentration? Are there 
devoid of oxygen. The any medicines, fruits, vegetables or 
hemoglobin found in the red exercises that would help me to 
blood cells has the tendency concentrate better during my study 
to absorb the oxygen through time? Please help as I am appearing 
the walls of alveoli and thus for my board exams this year. 


form oxy-hemoglobin. This = Namitha Nagaraj, Std. X, St. 
osmosis is called diffusion of Mary's English Medium School, 
air, Udipi, Karnataka 




















/ There are many medicines and 
( supplements available in the 
o market that claim to increase 
—\\ your memory power and 

i ) concentration. Unfortunate’, 


none of them actually 
improve your mental 
“iN faculties in any way. And 
 T____/ there are no specific fruits or 
ams vegetables which have the 
IN <_/" power to increase concentration, 
However, increased consumption 

of fresh fruits and green vegetables help 
in keeping your mind and brain active, 
which in turn will improve your 
concentration. Practicing yoga and 
meditation fora minimum of five 
minutes daily will definitely 
help you. You may increase the 
duration of meditation 
gradually. ° 


/ 
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Tomand Jerry, 

They make me merry, 

Jerry stole a cherry, 

Tom chased him in fury! 

They bumped into each other, 

And, Oh! What a bother! 

They started all over again, 

Their special brand of catching 
game! 


Jerry went into a hole, 
To look for him Tom climbed a pole, 


Jerry came out witha saw, 
Tom saw him and shook his paw! 
Jerry began to cut the pole, 
Tom lost balance and fell intoa 
hole! 
It was really very funny, 


So with my studies | got on, 
For | had an examin the morn! 
- C.E.Pradeep, Std.VIll, 
Sainik School, 
thi Nagar, Coimbatore 


Our Mother Land 


We love india, our motherland Saffron, white and green 
Whom we garland and pray with Do you know what the colours 





folded hands mean? 
‘We are proud, to be her citizens Courage, peace and prosperity 
brave they signify 


And will glorify her name always Flying above all in the sky 
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Asa kid holding my parent's hand 





| knew nothing about it 

But | knew it would be a hit 

Fun filled grounds with lovely sounds 
Moments worth a million pounds 
Each day | thought was a gift 

Filled with knowledge to the hilt, 
Friends to play with are a treat 

Oh, Yes, they are really sweet 

The place is ever so green and clean 
Like no other place you've bean 


‘And YES, its .......my second 
HOME 
MY SCHOOL, MY SCHOOL...MY 
SECOND HOME. 


- Yuga D.Naik, Std. Vil, 
St.Therese's High School, 
Goa 





| was brought to a place that was grand 


S$ 



































All religions tive in amity 
Its our secular integrity 
Unity in diversity 


That is our solidarity. 
_We love India, our motherland 


Whom we garland and pray with 
folded hands, 
- Shyam Sunder Panigrahi, 


Std.VI, St-Xavier's High School, 
Raygada, Orissa 
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T wanted a new pair of sandals and my 
mother took me to Pondy Bazaar, one of the 
busiest markets in Chennai. I had a little 
Barbie purse with me, which I decided to carry 
along. After we were through with our 
shopping, we started walking back towards 
the parking lot, when I suddenly realized that 
Thad not got my purse with me. I then 
recollected that | had removed it in the shoe 
shop while trying out the new shoes, 
we were not too far from the shop. I asked my 
mother if I could get it back by myself af 
mother, loaded with a lot of shopping b: 
readily agreed to it. I found the shop and my 





ince 








to locate our scooter and 
decided to stay put next to 
it. Meanwhile, my mother 
got worried and decided to 
enquire at the shoe store 
where they informed her 
that I had left sometime 
ago. She got terrified on 
not finding me and ran 
around helter skelter trying 
to locate me. And her 
search finally led her near 
the parking lot where 1 
was standing near our 











scooter, We were 
both tremendously 
relieved to find 
each other that we 
burst into tears and 








purse too, and was so excited that I took a 
Wrong turn and started walking in another 
direction. By the time I realized my mistake. 
it was too late. I was well and truly lost. All 
the shops looked alike and I had no idea how 
to find my mother. I was really scared and 
started retracing my steps, all the while 
praying to God. To my huge relie*, I managed 
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my mother couldn't stop 
hugging me. From that day, 
I made a decision that 1 
would stick to my mother’s, 
side, wherever we went. 
- Samyuktha V, Std. Vil, 
Good Sheperd M.H.S.S, 
Chennai 












Hen Pecked 

One day f accompanied my mother to throwing potatoes at the 
the vegetable shop. While my mother helpless hen, but somehow 
was busy purchasing the vegetables, 1 1 am still not very 
convinced that the creature 








ge is helpless! 
- Khushi Suraj, 
Std.lV, St. Michael's. 
Academy, 

Chennai 





f Celebrity in our Class 
[| Who is the cute gir 

who acted with Zain Khan 
in the movie ‘Hari 
Puttar"? Who is the little 
girl who shared screen 
with Amitabh in. *Cheeni 
Kum’ ? Name the 
face of the 
model featured 
in the ICICI 





round 


found myself getting bored. Looking 
aimlessly, | noticed a few hens pecking the 
ground nearby. On a sudden impulse, | picked 
Uup a potato from the shop and threw it at the 
hens. ‘The hens stopped their pecking and 
looked up. I was amused and repeated my 





action, But this time, a big hen, instead of 
gelting scared, decided to take matters in her 
hand and started chasing me around the shop, 
I got scared and started running around trying 
to evade the hen, butig vain, I started crying 
and came running to my mother who chased ‘Mini Khar, 
away the angry hen. She scolded me for "45° 











—j—_t-$ 2 
Prudential advertisements. You 
guessed it right, it is Ms.Swini 
Khara, She is the idol seen in the 
TY serial ‘Baa, Bahu and Baby’ and 
she is in our class, VIth G! She is 
my friend and is usually pictured in 
ur school magazine, She is friendly 
at times and moody sometimes. 
Many children and adults alike 
run behind her screaming ‘Swini! 
Autograph!’. She is the star of our 
school and has also won many 
awards. She is a truly gifted girl and 
we are lucky to have her as our 
classmate. Yes, Swini Kharaisa gift 
to our school- ‘Ryan International 
School’ 


i 


- Anupya Choudary, 
Std. VI, 

Ryan International School, 
Malad (W), Mumbai - 64 


+ 


a a a 
Musical Night 

love listening to music, 
especially during night time, 
After the day's work is over, I 
usually lie on my bed, plug on my 
eurphones and listen to my 
favourite songs. The songs 
soothe me down and I have a 
good night's sleep. One day, I 
was very tired'as I had attended 
a party. As usual, I switched on 
my mobile to listen to some 
music, and due to exhaustion fell 
asleep midway. I got up in the 
morning and to my horror, found 
that my mobile was still belting 
out my favourite songs. My 
mother, when she came to know 
of it, was very upset at my 
carelessness and banned me 
from listening to 














songs on the mobile. 
A really deserving 
and unforgettable 
punishment indeed! 
Tawaitthe day when 
it will be revoked 
and will surely use 
my phone with 
more responsibility. 


- Jeeta 

Dash, Std. Vill, 
St.Xavier’s High 
School, 
Bhubaneshwar 
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all by yourself and giving a cool treat 
{0 your friends and parents? 




















Milk (boiled and cooled) ~ 1 large 
cup 
Chocolate powder — | tablespoon 
Condensed milk ~ 2 tablespoon 
Sugar —1 cup 





Place milk on low flame, add 
the sugar, Keep stisring ill it 
dissolves and thickens slightly 
Remove from flame and allow 
to cool 
bow! 





Transfer to a shallow 


Now add chocolate powder and 
the condensed milk 
aand mix well 

Keep the bowl 
with the mix in the 


freezer compartment. 
After an hour, remove 
the bowl 


and stir well 


once again 
Put it back in the deep 
freeze and after an hour your 
delicious home made ice 













cream is ready for serving. 
Yummy! Sounds coooool 
- U. Sinduja 
(We need the name of your 
school and your complete 
address too -editor.) 
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The rain is pounding the glass 538 
panes of the window mercilessly. 1 can hear the thunder crashing and also 
see streaks of lightning through the gap in the curtains of my bedroom 
window. I should feel happy, siting on my cozy, comfortuble bed but instead 
find that lam engulfed by an intense feeling 
of loneliness. 11am very unhappy and feel a 
pang of separation for the first time in my 
life 








My younger brother has gone on a schoo! 
trip for a few days and now, to my surprise 
I find myself missing his presence terribly. This is a new feeling for me as 
we both fight with each other on almost all matters under the sun. We 
haggle over the most simple of things but now that he is not there, [realize 
that in spite of our quarrels, I love him a lot 
We always go to school together and while coming back, share the da 

events with each other, In the evenings we walk hand in hand to the temple 
near our house and also eat our favourite fast food at the food stall nearby. 
1am feeling his absence while performing the day's activities. 
My mind is crowded with all these memories and I want the days and 
nights to fly fast to the day of his return, The whole house is impossibly 
silent, missing his presence, [am impatiently waiting forhis return. Come 
SJ back dear broth 
] come soon. 

- Pooja S Bhat, 

Std. Xil, 

Jyothi Nivas School, 
Bengalooru 











































very country adopts certain 

signs and symbols to be 
used on its National Flag, 
Coat of Arms, government 
buildings and for other official 
representations. The symbols 
may be from the world of Nature 
- like birds, animals, flowers, 
mountains- or national 
monuments or figurines from 
history or mythology. These 
pictorial representations are 
called National Emblems, India 
has adopted eight symbols which 
represent the country in various 
official events and meets. 


NATIONAL ANTHEM 

Written by Rabindranath Ta 
in Bengali, it translates as follows: 

‘Thou art the ruler of the minds of 
all people, dispenser of India’s 
destiny. Thy name rouses the hearts 
of Punjab, Sindh, Gujarat and 
Maratha, of the Dravid, and Onssa. 
and Bengal; it echoes in the hil’ of 
the Vindhyas and Himalayas 
mingles in the music of the Yamuna 
and Ganga and is chanted by the 
waves of the Indian seas. They oray 
for thy blessings and sing thy praise 
‘The salvation of all people is in thy 
hands, thou dispenser of India’s 
destiny. 
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Victory, victory, victory, to 
thee! 


EMBLEM 

Ic is a replica of the Lion in 
the sthupi (pillar) at Saranath, 
near Varnasi in Uttar Pradesh, 
The Lion Capital was erected in 
the third century BC by Emperor 
Ashoka to mark the spot whsre 
Buddha first proclaimed his 
gospel of peace and emancipation 
The emblem is thus symbolic of 


India’s commitment to world peace 


and goodwill lions 


The four 









Ba (one hidden from 
view), symboliz 
ing power, 
and 
rest 


courage 








confidence 
circular 
abacus. The aba- 
cus is girded 
by four smaller 


on a 


animals 
directions: the lion of the north, the 
elephant of the east, the horse of the 
south and the bull of the west, The 
abacus rests on a lotus in full bloom, 
exemplifying the fountainhead of life 
and creative inspiration, The motto 


guardians of the four 





inscribed 
gari 


“Satyameva Jayate” 
below the emblem, in Devana 
script means, “Truth Alone 





Triumphs.” You will see this 
emblem on all official letter 
heads, Indian currency and the 
passport 


FLAG 
It is tri-coloured, representing 
the values of the people of India. 
The flag is horizontal in shape 
with the three colours distributed 
in equal proportion. Its width and 


Geeta Canpadee 









length is in the ratio of 2:3. I is 
deep saffron at the top, white in 
the middle and dark green,at the 
bottom. In the centre of the white 
band, there is a wheel in navy 
blue, called the Dharma Chakra 
It is a replica of the Whee! of 
Justice, found in the Sarnath 
Lion Capital and has 24 spokes 
Originally a spinning wheel was 
shown in the white band which 
symbolized the Gandhian ideal 
of self-sufficiency but in 1947, 
the Chakra was officially adopted 
in its place 

The saffron colour in the flag 
stands for courage, sacrifice and 
the spirit of renunciation: the 
white for purity and truth; the 
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green for faith, fertility and 
prosperity 


ANIMAL 


Tiger, also called panthera tigris 





botanically, are large Asiatic 





carnivorous, feline quadrupeds 
tawny yellow in colour, with 
blackish transverse stripes and white 
belly. Their magnificence and power 
are proverbial. Hunted 
mercilessly for their 
skin, they were very 


down 


close to extinction 
until the Govt. of India 
started its ‘Project 
Tiger’ programme, a 
massive effort to 
preserve the tiger 
population. Thanks to 

















increased considerably, 


ject Tiger, their numbers have 


BIRD 

P.Cristatus or the “Peacock? 
basically a native of India, has 
striking plumage. Its upper tail 
marked with iridescent patterns 
of blu 
like 
The female pea-hen has no 





h green, is able to expand 





aan on grandiose displ.y 





plumage and is not as attractive 





as the male. The birds however 
don’t sound as beautiful as they 
look, as they have a very harsh 
call, Peacocks are related to 
pheasants and found in the wild 
as well as domesticated in 
Villages, They were once bred for 
food: but hunting of 





cocks is banned in India 


FLOWER 
The totus is India’s national 
flower. Itis also called water lily and 
grows in shallow waters. Ithas a long 
stem that contains ait 
and 
floating leaves, It kas 
many fragrant petals, of 


spaces broad 


pale beautiful pink 
They overlap each other 


in a symmetrical 





pattern. The lotus is 
prized for its beauty, 


and is used duri 





Indian folklore and 
religious mythology abound in 


worship. 


stories Woven around its presence 
The lotus is also considerel 
symbol of beauty and spiritual 
awakening 


FRUIT 
The King of Fruits, the Mai 
is also India’s national pride. Be 





ring 
a rather imposing botanical name - 
mangifera indica — it is a widely 
cultivated fruit of the tropical world. 





It is hugely popular all over the 
world. Its fleshy pulp is eaten raw 
and it may be used for making 
pickles, jams and jellies. This 
extremely tasty fruit is exported 
throughout the world and India’s 
trade amounts to sixteen percent of 
the total global market. Itis a rich 
ce of Vitamin A, C, and D. 

India grows some of the best 
Varieties of mang 











the world. 








History says th perol 





Akbs 











had planted one lakh mango trees 
in Darbhanga, popularly known 
as Lakhi Bagh 


TREE 
The Banyan is also known as 


the Indian Fig tree. It’s branches 





root themselves like new trees 
over a large area and the roots 
then give rise to more trunks and 
this 
feature, it 


branches. Because of 


characteristic is 
considered immortal and has 
been an integral part of the myths 
and legends of India. Even today, 
an tree is the focal point 
e life and the Vill 
Council or the Panchayat meets 





under the shade of its spacious 


° 


branches. 





What is Effendi 
doing sitting in the 






















PRave youu 7 can Sold 
mad? You seem Peg ps cultivation? 
to be enjoying added That's impos- 


yoursolt in the planting 











Ha...Ha...Hal He is Do you know that if 
claiming that gold will you sow a gram of {itis true then 
sprout. Has he gone jaold, you will reap a {can foo! him and 
sovereign in a get some gold. 
‘week's time? 











‘Why don't we tam "agree 
center into a the sole owner toyour 
ot all these fields and VA srovoes, 
I give you permission ( 
to cultivate gold hore Jaw 






[Thorich man lvited a respectable 


Jgentleman to act as witness to their 
pact. 





You may plant 
(wherever you like. By next 
‘wook you have to give 
eighty percent of your 

produce to him. 


7 Do you agree to the 

torms and conditions 
laid down by 
gentleman, 


Sir. Here's 
your share of 
the gold crop. 


| can't believe it 
These are pure 
gold coins. 
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When Effendi was about to 


‘Sure, 





leave. 
YF ettenai 
Take these two coins 
and plant them. 
Twant 
eight gold coins 
rnoxt week. 


Twill defi- 
nitely bring 


Here are 


your eight gold 








Gms 


Ni 


‘Are you crazy? 
Why are you biting 


9) 
Dwi hy 










Just to assure you 
that you are not 
dreaming... 








The pain on his arm abated, but 
his greed over flowed and. 

Why don't yout” 
cultivate more 

















That's because 
I don't have enough 
gold to sow. 


The rich man immediately gavo 
two sacks of gold coinsto Effend, 


and give me eight 
sacks of gold coins 
next week, 
















Effendi came to the rich man next week] 
but without the promised sacks of gold, 
Seeing Effendi empty handed... 


There was no rain for the 
past few days. So all the gold 







and perished. 
everything, 

















Impossible! 
twill not believe 
it, Ihave never 
hoard of gold drying 
due to lack of rain, 


Mtyou do not believe me, 
you may call our witness. 
Lot him judge... 











Tho elderly witness arrived] 

shortly... 
5 What is the No! 'am 

problom? not lying... 
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YOU ROGUE! 

















P7ience.. sitoncet First ot 
me know the details, After 
that | will decide who the 
‘culprit is and punish 
accordingly 


That which can 
grow can also 
perish, 


















land can also dry due to lack of 
water, Agriculture is unpredictable. 
Effendi is speaking the truth. So, 
you deserve to be punished. 











GOKULAM August 2009 


=ite 


Tam a student of DAV 
Public School, Bhubaneshwar. 
Our school holds a “Book 
Week’ every year. This event is 
held during the month of April, 
and provides us with a 
wonderful opportunity to 
expose our talents and display 
our potential on stage 

This year saw the 
introduction of many new 
competitions which were really 
exciting. The students had an 
























opportunity to participate in 
Snap-shot, News-letter, Story- 
yarn, T-Shirt designing and 
Book collection events, 
Initially most of us were 


hesitant and felt s 
part in the competitions, but 
slowly with the encouragement 
of our teachers, we began to 
open up. Very soon there was 
Jong line of students waiting to 
take part in all the events. 1 
want to thank my school and 





‘0 take 





our teachers for giving 
us an opportunity to 
showease our 
creativity. It also 
boosted our morale 
and self confidence 


- Sweta Jha, 
Std X, 

DAV Public 
School, 

Unit 8, 
Bhubaneshwar 


or 


+ 





oo 
Each of us have our own dreams, 
passion and ambitions, and some of 
them are so wild and impossible that 
‘we are sure within our hearts, that 
they will not be realized. I too had. 
dream, a dream of meeting the 
President of India, the Supreme 
Commander of the seventh largest 
army in the world. And guess 
what... my dream came true this 
summer. The impossible became 
possible and believe it or not, 
T actually shook hands with the 
President of India, Pratibha Patil! 


T was on a trip to Dethi with my 
Guru and mentor, Srimada 
Bharadwaj Swamigal. One day 


President and that too at Rashtrapati 
Bhavan! 

Iwas really nervous and tense. A 
million things flitted through my 
mind. What should be the 
appropriate dress for the occasion, 
how to greet her, what to talk, what 
formalities should I observe, what 
would happen if 1 made any 
mistake?! ...1 was a bundle of 
nerves. 

Time flew and in an hour’s time 
we were at the gates of Rashtrapati 
Bhavan, a magnificent and huge 
palace. As we walked in, we saw a 
number of jawans and soldiers 
guarding the Presidential Palace. In 
the reception lounge, we saw the 
photos of various freedom fighters 





A Dream Come True 


while I was having a chat with my 
cousin K.Rajkumar, our Guru came 
in and asked us smilingly if we are 
ready to meet the President. To say 
that we were surprised beyond words 
would be an understatement. We 
laughed aloud assuming that it must 
bea joke, Buthe assured us that he 
was very serious and asked us to 
prepare ourselves for the meeting. 
We were both excited and 
scared...imagine meeting the 
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and former presidents. A surge of 
patriotic feelings filled my heart. A 
few minutes later, an escort arrivec. 
and led us to the President's office 


My hands and legs were quivering - 


like jelly! 


Finally, after what seemed like 
etemity, we stood in front of a huge 
door which was embellished with 
red velvet. Our escort opened the 
door and I caught the first glimpse 















of our President. She was very 
elegant and charming and welcomed 
us with open arms. It was a 
magnificent moment which will be 
etched in my memory forever... A 
dream come true!! 

I found her to be a soft and 
compassionate person, but at the 
same time she was also extremely 
sharp and quick on the uptake, the 
perfect person to guide our country. 
We had a short pleasant chat with her 
wherein we discussed about our 
education system. She spoke with 
great warmth and affection. 








OurGuru, Bharadwaj Swamigal 
presented a few books to her, which 
she accepted gracefully. In return she 


+ Abhishek, Rajkumar and 
{Guru Bharadwaj Swamigal 
with the President. 


gifted us with a basket of fruits, She 
advised us to listen to our inner heart 
and be guided accordingly, She also 
wanted us to perform great deeds 
which would bring pride and prestige 
to our country. Finally, our meeting 
with her drew to an end and we 
walked out of the room. I pinched 
myself to confirm that 1 was not 
dreaming, for everything was so 
unreal to me. 

1 also promised myself that 1 
would work for my country and 
make it a heaven on earth, 

JALHIND!! 

~ Abhishek.R, Std. IX, 
Hindu Sr. Sec. School, 
Indira Nagar, Chennai. 

< 
























Mayashree 
\, Std. X, 
Kendriya Vidyalaya 

Island Grounds, Chennai. 
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aarit ENS! 

Santer , Mumba 


P.LeanderJones, 
Std. VI, St.Patrick School, 
Pondicherry. 














Dubai is one of the most 
prosperous cities of the UAE (United 
Arab Emirates)! This fabulous city 
is every tourist's dream destination, 
‘a shopper's paradise, and is also 
slowly emerging as a hub for 
international education. Dubai is 
also nicknamed the ‘Shopping 
capital of the Middle t’. Thad 
been to Dubai during the summer 
vacation. 

Dubai is divided into two parts. 
olden Dubai and the present Dubai 
Both these areas are separated by the 
Dubai Creek or Khor Dubai 
Modern Dubai is indeed a man made 
wonder. Burj Dubai is the tallest 
man made structure in the world, 
standing a lofty 818 metres in height. 
And at night, with its twinkling 
lights, it is indeed a fantastic sight 
to behold. 

Burj-al-Arab, designed to 
resemble a billowing sail, is a seven 
star luxury hotel and has become an 
iconic landmark designed to show 
the opulence and magnificence of 

















Dubai. This hotel stands proudly on 
artificial island on the Jumei-ah 
beach 

The recently opened Dubai Mall 
is the world’s largest shopping mall 
covering a vast area of about twelve 
million sq ft, A huge aquarium 
welcomes us at the entrance and on 











display are thousands of varieties of 
colourful fish and sea animals. The 
mall also has an Olympic size ice 
skating rink. The parking lot itsellis 
a huge complex spread over fcur 
floors and has the capacity to house 
14,000 cars. 

The DKV or Dubai Knowledge 
Village, plays host to a number of 
universities and educational 
stitutions, offering a wide range of 
courses to students as well as 
professionals from all over the 
world. 

Gold Soug is the traditional gold 
market of the east with narrow lan 
that are lined with hundreds of 
attractive jewellery shops. The gold 
available here is 
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known for its purity and quality 

We also found that the city was extremely modern in its outlook, and 
the women here enjoyed a great amount of freedom in comparison to 
other Arab countries. I also noticed t 
gurudwara 
diversity. The roads were lined with picturesque date palms. 

We also visited Sharjah, another emirate bordering Dubai. Riding 
the quad bike om th Madam 











a mosque, a temple and a 
were all located adjacent to each other, depicting unity in | 





Iden desert and dune - bu; 





shlights of this trip 
Dubai, with its clean roads, good 
governance and magnificent 


were the hi 








infrastructure isa great place to live 


—) 1} 







in as well as visit, Overall, it was 





great summer trip for us. 
- Preetha Rangaswamy, 

Std.X, 
M.CT.M. School, 
Chennai 
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Series title, taking her on par with the other 
two Indian Badminton greats, Prakash 
Padukone and Pullela Gopichand. 
Her victory over Chinese player Lin 
Wang in the finals held at Jakarta is the 
highest achievement by any Indian sports 


SAINA NEHWAL 


woman till date! This win has also secured 
her the sixth position in the world in 
June accordance with the Badminton World 
21" 2009 Federation rankings. A moment to cherish 
f° was celebrated und treasure by all sports lovers in India. 
3 Father's 
Day, and Harvir Sina was born on the 17th of Mart 
Singh could not have asked 1990 in Hisar, Haryana but became a 
forabetter gift..His daughter resident of Hyderabad from her early 
Suina Nehwal had presented — childhood. She was introduced to the sport 
him with the Indonesian Open by her parents Harvir Singh and Usha 
title! The 19 year old shuttler Nehwal, both of whom were former 
clinched her maiden Super champions of the sport in Haryana. Coach 








About the Sport Badminton is a racquet gare 


played by two persons facing each 
other on a rectangular court divided by a net. The doubles version of 
the game involves four players. Points are scored on the basis of a 
player hitting the shuttle cock over the net and into the opponent's 
side. A rally ends when the shuttle cock hits the ground. A player 
may strike the cock only once before it passes the net. It is the fastest 
facquet sport with shuttle exceeding 200 mph in speed. The sport 
requires great aerobic ability, Jeg strength and faster reaction 
times. 








| eae 
Nani Prasad may be credited 


w played with 
and watched cartoons, young Saina 


geting forty five kms back 





with spotting the raw talent of 


Saina when he asked her parents 
travelled a stag 


d forth, from home to stadium to 











to enroll her for his summer 








classes at the Lal Bahadur 
Stadium in Hyderabad. Thus school and back home. A 
le indeed for a kid of eight, but she 


world of Badminton atthetender precticed daily for two hours, without 
missing a day. Finally, the family shifted 





ruelling 





“began Saina's journey into the St 





age of eight! 


Excellence 


their residence nearer to the stadium but 
now Saina’s sessions increased! She had 


to practice in the evenings too 










diately after finishing school 





With the increase in training sessions, 


her expenditure also rose; but full credit 





must be given to her parents who never 
let finances come in their daughter's 


way. ‘They dipped into their savin 





provided unstinted support and 


yed a major role in her path to 







Victory. Their search for a sponsor 
ended when Yonex Sunrise sports 
offered to sponsor Saina's kit in 2002. 


Hema Rajan 





Origins 
The game originated in India and was known as Poona. The British 
military officers took it back to England where it was officially launched at the 
Badminton House, Gloucestershire, by the Duke of Beaufort, hence the name 
‘Badminton’. The game is the second most popular 


sport in the world after soccer and is played both 
indoors and outdoors as a recreational sport. 








Playing Kit 
Badminton racquets are very light 






















iss 


to 
And with Mittal Sports Trust ti 





ing 
in 2005, the 
family’s financial worries lessened. 
She joined 
Gopichand Academy at Gac 
and the former badminton great was 
largely instrumental in scripting her 
success story 

With con 
work, she slowly started making her 


Saina under its wit 





also the 








hibowli 








ant practice and hard 





presence felt in the nationall sce 
She Asian Satellite 
Badminton tournament twice, in 
2005 and 2006 
global arena by winning the 


won the 


She entered the 





—1-t-7-1-4 


a 2s 
Philippines Open in 2006, a first by 
any Indian woman, She was also the 
first Indian to win the World 
Badminton Championship in 2008 


Saina’s day starts at $ am with 
lange mug of tea and she teaches the 
stadium by 6 am, She practices till 
10,30 followed by a good breakfast 
and: nap ands back for her evening 





session by 3 pm which lasts tll 7.30 
in th And she ensures that it 
is bed time by 9.45 pmSaina also 
Practices meditation and prays 





religiously twice a day, as she feels 





that prayers give her mental strength 
and restores her si 





ging spirits, 
especially on those days when she 
has lost a match. And her formula 
for success is very simple 

hardwork, home work and focus. A 
really easy lesson forthe youngsters 
of our country to follow, and achieve 
success in their chosen field. 9 


racquets weighing less than 100 gms!! They are made of carbon a 
fibre composite which has an excellent strength to weight ratio. 
The tension of the thin, high performing strings is chosen by 
players in accordance with their style of game. High 

tension improves control while low tension increases 


power. Players also choose their own grips. The cone 
shaped shuttle cock is a high drag projectile (object propelled 
into space with a force which ceases after launch) with sixteen 
overlapping goose feathers. The shoes worn by the players are 
lightweight with high grip soles. 












“A bolt from the 
blue’ - Something sudden or 
unexpected 

“In the pink’ ~ To be in very good health 
To eat a humble pie’ ~ To accept humiliation 
4. ‘To call a spade a spade’ ~ To speak frankly 


. ‘Bed of Roses’ ~ Easy and p 

















life 
6. ‘To look daggers’ ~To look angry 
7. ‘Aqueer fish’ - A strange person 
8. * Break a leg’ - To wish good luck 
9. * Tickle your funny bone’ ~'To make 
you laugh 

10. * A wet blanket’ ~ A spoil sport 











- D.Sandhya , Std. VIII, 
CSI Jessie Moses MHSS, 
Chennai 
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"Heidi's Years of Wandering and 
Learning’, usually shortened to 
“Heidi’, is a wonderful novel that 
tells us about the jo 
and happiness of a small girl called 
Heidi. The novel written by Johanna 
Spyri, is set in the Swiss Alps which 
was andis still famous for ts natural 
beauty and landscape. It was written 
in 1880 and as its sub-ttle claims, it 
isa “book for children and those who 
love children’. This novel ranks as 
‘one of the must-reads for children 
and adults alike even today. 

At the beginning of the novel we 





}, Sorrow, fears 






































os = 
id Heiai living with her aunty Dete 
in Maienfeld, Switzerland, We 
learn thatthe litte girl is an orphan. 
Dete has to find work and hence 
is unable to look after Heidi, and 
leaves her with her grandfather who 
lives in a small hamlet up in the 
mountains. Grandfather is a strict 
and foul tempered man, but Heidi 
slowly manages to pierce throug. his, 
harsh exteriorand builds a wonderful 
relationship with him. She also 
forms a close bond with Peter, a 
shepherd boy and accompanies him 
on his daily grazing trips atop high 
mountains. Both Heidi and Feter 
love, enjoy and admire the 
mountains and the beautiful 
flowers that bloom in the 
summer 
Heidi gets used to his 
mountain life and settles in, when 





Iso 








he 








her aunt Dete suddenly appears one 
day, and takes away Heidi to the 
{o act as a companion to Klara, a 
handicapped girl, Heidi is provided 
all material comforts including a 
large room for herself, but she is 
unable to settle into the city life and 
has constant clashes with Klara’s 
housekeeper. She yearns for the 
mountains and the hayloft, wich 
was her bed in her grandfather's 
She also misses her 
grandfather and Peter and becomes 





house. 





help slowly starts to read and write. 
en in this, she is motivated by her 
ire to read aloud to Peter’s blind 
andmother 








Heidi's health gets affected and 
mysterious things start happening in 


HEIDI 


the houschold, Every night, the door 





opens and a white fi 
around the house. The whole 
houschold thinks it is a ghost, but 
Klara’s father finds out that the 
‘ghost’ is actually Heidi. She is 
diagnosed to be suffering from 


ure moves 









extreme stress resulting in her sleep 
walking and the doctor advises that 
Heidi needs to be sent back to the 
mountains, if she has to recover 
Finally, Heidi is sent back to her 
beloved mountains much to the joy 











of Peter and her grandfather. But 
Heidi and Klara continue to write to 
each other and the doctor 


recommends Klara to spend the 
summer up in the mountains. Peter 


is jealous of the girls’ close 





friendship and one day pushes 


Klara’s wheel chair down the cliffs. 
This act of Peter proves to be a 
blessing in disguise as Klara slowly 










Jeams to get over her disability, Her 
family is thrilled to see her walking 
and they promise all possible help 
to Heidi. The novel ends with Klara 
bidding good bye to the mountains 
and her friends and also promising 
to come back once again the next 
summer. 





This novel is really interesting 
and absorbing as it deals with the ups 
and downs a little girl faces in her 
owing years. It proves that life in 
calm, unpolluted environments, 
surrounded by loving and kind 
hearted persons is infinitely better 
than a rich, luxurious, but uncared 
for existence 


- N.Akilandeshwari, Std. IX, 


Vyasa Vidyalaya 
Matriculation School, Chennai 
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“Hey Ajay, did you ask your 
mom to pack aloo para 
mmm with 
pickle?” Divakar questioned Ajay 
patting his stomach 

“Yes and loads of it too, along 
with a dozen bottles of lemonade 
Ajay replied, smiling at his best 
friend. 





along mango 








The tenth 





vaders were really 
excited as they we 
a class picnic cum study tour to a 


¢all set to g0 on 





farm. Ajay was more thrilled as he 
had never visited a farm in his life 





id read about the same: 
ny story books. All the students 
enjoyed the ride in the school bus, 
dancing and playing w 
eames. 








variety of 





They reached the farm which was 
outskirts 0 


the 


located on 
Ben 
nineteen to the dozen and looking 
around excitedly. As it was August, 





log 





wand 





down chattering 





the rainy season, the place was lust 
and green all around, A variety of 
flowers were in bloom and i 





number of mushrooms dotted the 


green in pale colours. 














ay, look here... blue bells. I 
think they belong to the Fabeceae 
family of flowering plants.” Mani 
tried to show off his recently 
acquired knowledge 

“Of course not, they belong to the 
Hydrophyllaceae family,” Divakar 
proclaimed scornfully. 

Ajay was not sure which family 


curiously through its protruding 
eyes. A sudden wave of friendship 
seemed to pass between the boy and 
the frog and on an impulse, Ajay 
decided to make it his pet. 

“Hey, jerk your hand and throw 
it off,” Satish called out, but Ajay 
slowly picked it up with his other 


FROS 
FROGG 


they belonged to... in fact he was 
not even sure that the flowers were 
blue bell, but they were indeed 
beautiful, He slowly advanced 
towards the bunch of flowers which 
were growing behind a clump of 
thick bushes and reached out 
his arm tentatively to pluck 
them. Suddenly, out of 
nowhere, a slimy cold thing 
jumped and sat on his arm, 
‘Ohhh. .. what's this?” 
Ajay screamed in fright. 
“Yuk...a frog!” 
exclaimed Mani 
Surprisingly, the frog 
sat very still on Ajay’s arm 


and looked at him 


hand and put it in to his pocket 

“What are you doing? These 
slimy creatures cause itching and 
skin diseases. ‘Throw it away,” 
pleaded Divakar, but Ajay was 
adamant. 

He is my pet frog, not a slimy 
creature. I am going to take him 
home,” replied Ajay calmly, patting 
his pocket 

“You have gone mad...of all the 
creatures in the world, who would 
Want a frog as a pet?” exclaimed 
Mani in disgust. 








‘The boys started off to discover 
They were really 


new thing: 

















+ x; 0 a 
‘on the farm. Satish very badly 
wanted to take home a cute little pig 
but had to settle for a photo with his 
‘cutie pie’, as he called it 

“Poor sunflowers!” sympathized 
Mani. “They are so bright and 
beautiful but very soon they would 
be crushed, made into oil and poured 


into packets for human 
consumption”. 
“STOP being MUSHY” 


screamed Satish, Ajay and Divakar 
in unison. 

The return journey was spent in 
discussing the various attributes of 
Ajay's new pet, the frog. Shanker 
put an end to the discussion by 
belting out songs from the “Crazy 














+ EL An Oe en a 
Frog” album and soon the whole bus 
was singing and dancing to his 
tunes. 





“T am not going to allow that 
disgusting creature inside MY 
HOUSE,” screamed Ajay’s morn 
when he reached home and showed 
his new pet to her 

“Leave the poor kid alone. I was 
also crazy about frogs during my 
school days,” Ajay’s father voiced 
his support. 

“Daddy, shall I name him Frosty" 
questioned Ajay, grateful for his 
father’s interest in his pet. 

“Frogs are amphibians, they need 
Water but they can also hop about on 
dry land. They are cold blooded,” 
Ajay’s father informed him of some 
basic facts. 

Frog 
weather,” 














tell you about the 
piped in Ajay’s 
grandfather. “Just place a bowl 
of water near the frog....if it 
jumps into the water you can be 
assured that there will be no rain 
in the near future. If it hops 
about near the water then you 
have to carry your umbrellas witk 
you, us it indicates heavy rair 
within a few days. In olden 
days, they were great weather 
forecasters.” 
Ajay listened to all this and felt a 








ee Re ee 








deep sense of respect and pride for 
his pet. Within a few days he 
discovered that his pet was a 
great source of entertainment 
too. His sister, Anita, was too 
scared of Frosty and stopped 
coming near Ajay’s room, which 
was a great relief to him as she 
was always ordering him to keep 
his room tidy. And not even a 
single mosquito dared to enter 
Ajay's residence for Frosty 
literally feasted on them! Even 
his mother was impressed with 
Frosty’s ‘performance’ in this 
regard. 

He is infinitely better than those 
mosquito coils, mats and gels,” she 
praised Frosty effusively. 





















OF course, it was an entir 
different matter at school. The ma 
teacher nearly had a fit when 
Frosty jumped out of Ajay's 
pocket and sat on the page on 
which the great Pythagoras 
theorem was printed. And the 
English teacher was busily 
teaching the nuances of good 
sentence construction when 
Frosty let out a hearty croak 
The teacher was sure that it 
was Ajay who had mimicked 











a frog and punished him. And 
of course, the whole class was 





i - 
ith laughter. Ajay's pet had 
great hit 


There was a heavy downpour 
one night, and Ajay got up in the 
morning to find that his Frosty was 
f The whole household 
chipped in to search for the missing 
pet but Frosty was not to be found 
anywhere. 

“Don't wony...frogs hibernate in 
winter. Your Frosty must have found 
a cosy place to sleep during these 
cold months, So wait till summer 
and he will be back,” consoled 
Ajay’s grandfather. 

And Ajay is still waiting for his 
Frosty Froggy....In case you come 
across him, then do bring him buck 
safely to Ajay's house. 

~ Ajay Ashok Std. X, 
St. Michael's Academy, Chennai 
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Mother of Mercy Eng High School, 
Goa 
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Std. IN, 
RLV, English Medium school, 
Jalna, 
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Stephen Hawki 
known British physicist was born on 
the 8" of January, 1942 at Oxford in 
England 


He studied physics at 
Oxford University and went on to 
take Doctorate at Cambrid 
Shortly after this, he developed 





neuromuscular complication, the 


me 7 ap a4 


as k.aa 





2 5 


Amyotrophic Lateral Sclerosi 
(ALS), 


established himself as one of th 


But in spite of this, he hat 





foremost cosmologists today 





With the help of mathe 





and theoretical physics, | 





explored the nature and origin o 













7 i 
our universe. In 1974, he was 


elected as a member of the Royal 
Society and in 1979 he joined as 
the professor of Mathematics at 
Cambrid; 





He put forward his 
Black holes’ 
which he 





famous theory on 
in 1974 himself 
corrected three decades later 


2004. °A brief History of 


iW ee 





ritten by Hawking and 





published in 1988 is one of the 
century's best sellers. He 
xplain difficult theories of 
nodern physics in a very clear 

nner in this book, thus making 


him a house hold name 


~ Ravee Shankar, Std. XI, 
GD.MHSS, 
Coimbatore 





Chitdren from all over the world z - 
send contributions to Gokulam both Slbauien les Your Day 
through email and surface mail. If (Birthday Bash) and theme based 
your contributions are to be published, Contributions (eg... Diwali, New 
they should be interesting and well- Y¢2*- Republic Day. Environment 
‘written. But that’s not enough; we need Day. Teacher's Day. ete) should 
you to follow some simple rules as weil: Teach us two months prior to the 

respective events. 

9. We are looking for or 




















1. Write down your name, class, isle 
name of your school and complete St0Fiess expe! Bae a cit 
residential address at the beginning of “needotes and articles, but if 

you have based your writing 


each contribution. Henceforth. we will not 
accept any contribution with incomplete 
details, 

2. Make use of A4 sheets and write 
on one side of the paper, leavi 
other side blank. And do write 
legibly, 

3. Number your pages and if 
your contribution runs to more than 
two pages, then write your complete 
personal details at the back of every 
page. 

4. Contributions by e-mail are 
welcome...but do not for: 
complete details including your e-n 
at the beginning of each mail 

5. The best contributions will be 
published and a certificate of appreciation 
Will be sent to the contributor. Do preserve 
your certificates, for the child with the 
maximum number of certificates w 
a bumper prize at the end of a year. 

6, All competition entries must reach 
us before the last date mentioned, 

7. Coupons provided in Gokulam for 
competition entries should not be 
xeroxed. 


on a 
acknowled; 





y source. then do 



































10. No copying, please! 
Please make sure that you 
take care of the ten 
commandments! 


id 



























their next destination- the 
Vilwadweepa (the isle of Vilws 








Destinati wi 





epa 





The face of Panchami the boy- “You know Sitamma, We 
horse floated in front of Sitamma ridden enough on this pea-greer 
boat, We must try to morph into ar 


Adventures of aircraft or something, That would be 


ave 

















Vidham mountain to Damar 
Baba to secure the ghosts’ 





itto make gold and seize the 
Vidham belt in a coup and 
Panchami would be trapped in 
horse's body forever. How am 
I going to keep my promise to 
Panchami and yet secure my 
release too?” She wondered. 











Kurali-Gnyamali (KG) 
meanwhile were zooming 
faster and faster towards 


+ Sitamma 
felt at 
home in 
the cool 
groves. 









more fashionable. In fact if we were 
an airplane, we can hover over a 
Vilwa tree and you can pluck some 
leaves just-like-that after which, we 
can flee by airitself,” they suggested. 

“Everything easier said than 
done,” murmured Sitamma. 





Twin Ghosts 


Ha! That's what you think!” said 
KG and before Sitamma could bat 
an eyelid, the boat became airborne 
in the sky. 

“Weeeeeeeee,” ——Sitamma 
squealed. “Where did you learn 
this?” She asked, her eyes widening 
in wonder at the sights below. 

“Watch this,” said KG and the sail 
tured into a stylish canopy to protect 
Sitamma from the heat and the boat 
turned into a beautiful hovercraft 
with wings that looked like a bird’s 
and not an airplane's. 

“Hal” shouted Sitamma in utter 

delight and the threesome 
whizzed towards the 





Vilwadweepa. 
Down below an isle 
came into their sight. 





True to its word, the isle was filled 
with lovely Vilwa trees. 
“Let us just pluck two leaves and 


flee,” suggested KG and zoomed 
towards the treetops. 

“Foolish ghosts! If we steal the 
leaves, the map 
Vanithai gave us 
will combust and 
we cannot finish 
our mission. Let 
us just go down and meet the 
challenge,” said Sitamma. 

“You are so good and boring these 
days,” grumbled the two ghosts. 

“Better boring than sorry, 
retorted Sita. 


Shortly after the “aircraft” landed 
amidst the lush trees. Sitamma felt 
at home in the cool groves there. It 
reminded her of Vanithai’s gardens. 

The threesome roamed the isle for 
a full one hour but found no one. 

“Who do we ask permission 
before picking the leaves?” Sitamma 
wondered aloud. They looked and 
looked for a guard or a caretaker, in 
vain. 

‘Well, we just have to take our 
chance and pluck then,” said Sita and 


Story & Illustrations: 





ss me A eee J a co oe 


touched the leaves when aloud v 
crashed on their heads. 

“WHO DARES TO LAY HAND 
ON MY LEAVES?” 

“Huuuuh GHOSTS,” screamed 
Kurali and Gnyamali. 

“What kind of ghosts are you 
two? You two are ghosts yourself and 





ce 






you are scared of ghosts?” snapped 
Sitamma. 

“YOU CANNOT DREAM OF 
PICKING A SINGLE LEAF 
FROM MY GROVE WITHOUT 
ANSWERING MY QUESTIONS, 
said the voice. 

“Who is this? Where is the voice 
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coming from?” whispered the 
ghosts. 

“Shush,” ordered Sitamma and 
addressed the voice. “Ask your 
.” she said bravely. 
WHAT IS WITHIN YOUR 
CONTROL YET ENDS UP CON- 
TROLLING YOU?" asked the voice. 











+ The boat became 
air borne in the sky. 


“Our mind is within our control 
but it ends up controlling us,” 
answered Sitamma, 

“WHAT IS THAT ONE 
THING WE MUST GUARD MORE 
"AREFULLY THAN TREASURES 
OR SECRETS?” 

“It is our tongue that we must 








«, 


You, 


guard carefully. For if we spill or 
release hurtful, untruthful and 
harmful words we can neither recall 
nor gather them back. 

“WHAT IS THE MOST 
POWERFUL BOON ONE CAN 
GET?” 





“Getting good parents is the most 
powerful boon,” said Sitamma a 
little sadly. 

“WHAT IS THE MOST POTE 
WEAPON IN THE WORLD?” 

“Courage,” said Sitamma and 
paused as if considering 
the answer again, “Yes it 
is courage, Without 
courage even an armed 
man is weak but with 
courage even an unarmed 
man remains powerful.” 

WHAT CAN YOU 
GIVE ME IN RETURN 
FOR MY LEAVES? 

















Sitamma tumed, 





Wo 
scarey, are ghosts yourself and y° 
S ghosts?” snapped > 


Saag 
me to pluck 2 
few leaves...” 





ita 


quiet. She did not know how to 
answer this question. It could be a 
trick question or a trap to enslave her. 
She did not come on this mission to 
escape Damar Baba and go into the 
clutches of another. Sitamma turned 
to the ghosts for help. But they had 
tured whiter in fear and were all but 
ready to flee. 

YOU GHOSTS WHAT CAN YOU 
GIVE ME IN RETURN FOR MY 
LEAVES?” 

Jalebi from Lala sweet shop? 
Or Laddoo or maybe Jangri?" the 
ghosts blabbered in fear. 

“HAHAHAHAA. I HAVE HALFA 

MIND TO KEEP YOU AS MY 
PRISONERS IN 
THIS ISLAND,” 
laughed the voice 
when Sita stepped in 
before the situation 
went out of hands. 

“I know what I will 
give in return for your 
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a a 
leaves,” she said. After careful 
consideration Sitamma spoke- 
“If you give your leaves to me as~ 
a friend, in return I will be your 
friend too." 

“HAHAHAHAHAHA, 
THAT WAS VERY CLEVER 
OF YOU. 
BY SAYING THAT I MUST 
GIVE THE LEAVES TO YoU «tie acerea ot ohstal 
AS A FRIEND. YOU HAVE 4 cRiEND, NOWCAN YOU DO ME 
ARANTEEDTHATIHAVEONLY FRIEND. : 
4 , A FAVOUR IN RETURN AS A 
YOUR BEST INTERESTS IN MY ee IN eer 
MIND, GOOD. YOU CAN TAKE MY 
id Sitamma humbly, 


LEAVES, IGIVETHEMTO YOU AS — “Tell m 
“FEED ME WITH THE 


ee ALLUVIAL WATERS FROM 

THE VIDHAM MOUNTAIN,” 

said the voice. 

“Oh god! Is this voice under 

Damar Baba’s spell too?” 
wondered Sitamma. 

“Are you a beautiful maiden 
cursed to be a tree ?” asked KG 
brightly 

10." said the voice its boom 
returning. “SNOOPY GHOSTS," it 
added. 







































“Will you shut up?” hissed 
Sitamma to the ghosts and turned to 
address the tree. 

“L will fetch you the alluvial 





waters from the Vidham mountain. 
Now, please allow me to pluck few 
leaves from you,” she said and 
with the tree’s consent plucked a 
few leaves while KG watched 
mutely, 


Sita deftly made a cup 
A__ with the lea oT 

and placed it inside her 
bundle 
“Thanks for bi 
friend,” she said and the 

voice responded, 
"thanks to you 


oo, I await your 





ves collec 


















/ return with the 
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+ She deftly made a cup. 


magical waters my friend,” the tree 
said, gently this time 

Sita hu 
leaving 





d the tree briefly before 





And soon the threesome 
were flying over the Vilwadweepa: 

The trees below seemed to wave 
sodbye to them, 

“Why did the tree want the 
alluvial waters?" Sitamma wondered 
as they flew to their next 
destination. Wy) 

(To be continued) fe 












Baby Bear: 
too! 














even made it yet! 
i - R. Subitcha, Std.X, TVSHSS, 





Ramu: Why did you keep a 
cockroach on my bed? 

Mohan: Because | did not find a 
lizard. 

- Anupya Choudary, Std. V, 
Ryan International Schoo}, 
Mumbai 


Smile-Away! 








Son; | had a tough time atthe office 
today. 

Mother: But you are still studying 
in school. aren’t you? 

Son: I meant the Principal's offic 


pan | 


Gardener: This is 2 dogwood tree (a type of 
tree) 

Boy: How do you know? 

Gardener: By its bark!! 


~ Aishwarya Rajkumar, Std. IX, 















‘Teacher: Why are you fighting? Asa punishment, 
both of you should write your names 200 times. 
Student: Madam, that is unfair! 

Teacher: Why do you say so? 

‘Student: Because his name is Ravi Rai and my narre 
is Satyaprakash Rajprakash Venugopal Shastry 








. School, Chennai 


Dear children, encouraged by your enthusias- 
tic response to the Zero-in pages, we have re- 
formatted the same from this issue. While 
Zero-in tested your general knowledge, the 
new competion PYRAMID PUZZLE will 
assess your English language skills. As 
usual we have given clues to guide you 
through the pyramid. 

* Note: All the words of the 
“Pyramid Puzzle-1" end with the 
letters ‘ON" 










Fill 
in the form 
‘on the 
reverse 
of this page and 
send 
your entries 
to Gokulam 
before 
25.08.09 








1. Opposite of daughter 
2. King of animals 
3. Peel this and shed tears 
4. Country 
(p 5. Desire 
7 6. The act of making up one’s mind. 
i 7. Protest 
i 8. This calms your nerves and brings peace 
9. When you add, subtract or multiply, you are 
doing this. -GSS 















Congratutations! Here are the 
winners of Zero-in-I (June 2009) ard 
the solutions as well. The results of Zero 
In - 12 will be published in the 
September 2009 issue. 

1, MD Sajid Ameen, Std.X, 
St.Joseph High School, Solapur. 
2. N. Pallavi, Std.VII, D.A.V. 
Public School, Hyderabad 
3. Ghanashyam. 
B.Chakravarthi, Std. VIII, 

Sri Kumaran Children's Home 
(CBSE), Bengalooru 5. Manisha, Std.X, 

4, Arvind Ravi, Std.VIII, Podar Kendriya Vidyalaya No.2, 
International School, Navi Mumbai Kharagpur 


1 Entry Form 









































Pyramid) Puzzle, 





‘Name : (Mr/Ms) .... 





Class : 





Age: 
School 
“Residential Address 










Signature : 











Local address is a must for overseas entries. 
The Editor, Gokulam, Kalki Buildings, 
47-NP, Jawaharlal Nehru Road, Ekkaduthangal, Chennai - 600 032. 
© Strictly for school going children @ Five lucky winners will get a cash 
award of Rs.50/- each. They will be decided by a draw of lots from out of the all 
correct entries. @ Entries with completed grid on the reverse accepted on this 


form only @ No xerox copies. 
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Dear Grandma 
Tread many magazines like Gokulam. 
Over the years I’ve collected a lot of them. 
What should I do with them? 

~ Jaya Gajjar, Pune 

Dear Jaya, 

Some magazines contain only matters of 
topical interest. Such magazines are not worth 
preserving. They may be sold along with 
newspapers by weight to paperwalas to help 
recycling. But there are other magazines like 
Gokulam which have a perennmial value. If 
you can spare a few rupees, you can have 
them bound at the end of the year. You may 
like to go through them once again during 
summer hols and re-read such of those 
articles and stories you liked best. Thereafter 


Is it D Dangero 





to be an lA 


‘you can gift the bound volumes to 
@ good circulating library. 
Ofcourse, the library owner will 
make a little money by renting out 
on the volumes but you have the 
satisfaction of sharing with others 
your favourite magazines. 
eee 

My parents always support 

my younger sister, and tell me 





that I should give in and 
adjust. I'm blamed for 
everything that goes 
wrong! What am I to do? 
-S. Aparna, 
Nanthencode, Kerala 
Dear Aparna, 
It is natural for parents 
toask the elder child to give 
in and adjust to the 


us 
S% 






















demands of the younger one. They 
feel that the younger one is 
inexperienced and weak and 


deserves sympathy. So. they 
expect the elder to be more 
understanding. If you are smart, 
you will not create a situation 
where your younger sister scores 
over you with the help of your 
parents, This is not good for eith 
of you. Instead, be kind to your 
younger sister and make her feel 
and understand that you love her 
Encourage her whenever she does 
‘omething nice and clever. Once 
she gets the feeling that you love 
her, she'll listen to what you have 
to say, even if it means correcting 
her now and then. 
eee 








I would like to becomean LAS. 
officer. But my brother says it’s 
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od ey 
dangerous! Should I change my 
life ambi 








- R. Srivaibhay, Hosur 

Dear Srivaibhav 

There is nothing dangerous in 
studying for LA.S, though it is 
true that is is difficult t0 get 
through. But if you are really 
interested you can certainly 
become a good 1.A.S officer. 1LA.S 
officers can do a lot in the 
service of the people, provided 
they put their heart and soul into 
their work, India will always 
need LA.S officers who are 
efficient, sincere and honest 
eee 





My mom doesn’t allow me to 
have pets. She says I can have a 
bird. But I don’t like birds, 

- Aysha Naurein, Coimbatore 


















eee omellact smartly. But when [talk 
to the same people over the phone 
Inever find anything to talk about. 
Please help! 
Sarbani Chakraborty, 
Port Blair 





Dear Sarbani, 

Yours is not an unusual trait. So 
have no fear. When you talk to 
someone in front of you, you know 
for certain whether or not they have 
the leisure to be conversing with you. 
So you are able to talk freely. But 
when you speak to someone over the 
phone you are not sure if he or she 
has the time to talk to you. The 
person may be expecting another 
important call or may be in the midst 

Dear Aysha, of some urgent work. So, being brief 

Maybe there's a good reason for over the phone is the right thing to 
your mom's refusal to have pets at do. If you want to have a long chat, 
home, Pets require a lot of love and you will have to get prior consent of 
care. This involves a lot of time and the person on the other end of the 
money too. Perhaps your mother line. 
feels that it is unfair to have a pet Love, 
when the family can't look after it Grandmaworm 
properly. Moreover, some people are 
allergic to certain pet animals. Talk 
10 your mom when both of you have 
the time to spare and try to 
understand each other. If you 
remember that life is full of give and 
take, you will quit sulking. 

eee 














Concluding Part; Life’s a-Spinning 


Arabella and Anita were healthy 
robust spiders...if you thought they 
were human, well, hold your breath 
for more surprise... too am a spider! 
Dad had found me under a tree and 
hand-raised me and now was very 
reluctant to send me, into space. He 
feared that I too may not return, But 
NASA managed to get me to go. It 
was a tearful farewell that Dad bid 
me and I did carry a picture of his 
face in my mind’s eye as I was 
whisked away from him by deft, 
strong hands, 





Space wasn’t how I thought it 
would be. For one thing, 




















the containers they put us in 
were cramped we spiders like 
huge airy spaces where we can settle 
in, preferably trees with branches. 
But I guess you can’t have tre 
space. Whatever. 

The other thing was the flo...aty 
feeling. You know space is supposed 
to be all about weightlessness, I'll 
admit I was frightened stiff when 
they first put us in a box and took us 
to someplace called the Kennedy 
Space Centre at Cape Canaveral. But 
that was nothing compared to how 
nervous I felt when the box started 
shaking and shivering, 

My fellow spidernauts were even 
worse, I thought. They either kept 





in 


— Shine Among 


scuttling around the box — 
thankfully I had only one 
other with me in mine - or 
kept sulking in comers, Later, 
they separated us, And it was 
then I found the weightless 
feeling very weird indeed, 


Tdid wonder, though, why 
they were taking us into spac 
I mean — we're spiders, af-er 
all, notexactly favourites wth 
humans (unless you happen to 









bitten.) We learnt later the true 
purpose of our mission, as they 
called it, 





aa 


the Stars 
Tt was to watch us build webs in 


Webs! They wanted us to weave 
webs in this horrible, weightless 
floaty thingy?! 

But that was what they wanted. 
They chose us, golden orb weaver 
spiders (do you know the biological 
names we've got? Quite a mouthful 
- Eriophora biapicata), because we 
apparently spun the most perfect 
spider webs in the world. They were 
perfectly symmetrical, and were very 


even. You do know, don’t you, that 
spider web strands, when taken 
together, can be stronger even than 
steel? 


T was later told that my “home” 
meaning, the box I was in ~ was 
175 mm by 115 mm. Itmight seem 
small to you, but was enough for 
my purposes. They also kept us 
supplied with a plentiful collection 
of fruit larvae by way of food. Yes, 
I know you're wrinkling your 
noses, but I love fruit larvae ~ very 
nutritious. | can’t imagine why 
humans hate insects. But there ~ 
there’s no accounting for taste, 1 
suppose. 

It’s in a spider's nature to build 
webs, s0 I began building mine, It's 
no fun floating round in a box - we 
spiders really need something to 
cling to. 

But I had no idea how to build a 
web in space! 

The food was the same — but 
everything else, the air, the whole 
fee! was different. I might have spun 
perfect webs on Earth but this was 
different. 

We weren't fed regularly, though 
food seemed plentiful - this was, 




















apparently, to stimulate us to first web~it wasn’t symmetrical 
destroy half-woven or old webs at all. In some places it was 
thick, at others thin. 

But you do know Robert 
Bruce’s story, right? 

No matter how many tires. 
we fail —we keep trying, We 
ry, and try, and try. 

And do you know what? 
I actually did get it right 
Guess we spidernatts 













do have our lessons to 
teach; it might look like 
you're not going to 

ke it ~ but never stop trying 
Because that's the irony of it-if 
anew. Its safe to say! you keep trying, then you're 
too wasn't happy at all with ny hound to succeed ° 





Note: Columbia's STS-107 mission carried SpaceHab’s STARS (Spat 
Technology and Research Students) payload. Among the experiments we 
Australia’s ‘Spiders in Space’, a joint experiment between NASA, 
SpaceHab, RMIT University, the Royal Melbourne Zoo, and Glen Waverley 
Secondary College. 

The spidernauts of this story were part of this mission, and provided! 
much insight into life in space, giving researchers and students plenty of 
few material about humankind’s survival prospects. 

Regretfully, though, the Columbia shuttle itself never made it back to 
Earth after its 16-day mission. All of its crew was killed — including India's 
Kalpana Chawla. 

But we remember President Bush's inspiring speech, after the 
catastrophe: “Mankind is led into the darkness beyond our world by the 
inspiration of discovery and the longing to understand. Our journey into 
space will go on. We will push through this, as we have through far toc 
many others, and emerge stronger and with more resolve.” 
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Max Black of England 


decided to sell his house since it 


stacked 
family 


found some old painti 





in a comer, They were 
heirloom left there by Max’s 
mother, Max decided to sell them 
and to his amazement, they 


fetched him £ 100,000, which 


* Michael Jackson 


was more than 
what he got by sale 


of the house! 


eoe 
Michael 
Jackson died J 


plunging millions 
of his fans all over 
the world in great 































sorrow, There were a number of 





uccusations against him while he 


lived and his death too is shrouded 


in mystery and speculations. But his 





music will live on for ever and so 








ill he, in the he 








gear 
Fourteen year old school 


@ boy Gerrit Blank can consider 


himself very lucky, for, he 
survived a direct hit from a 





meteorite. The chances of 
survival in such a situation 
is considered to be just one in a 
million! It hit him at a speed of 
30,000 miles per hour! Fortunately 
it hit him on the arm while he was 
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Minister Pranab Mukherjee in Parliament, He 
says he has taken a calculated risk in allowing 
an unprecedented huge fiscal deficit in the 





budget. It is hoped that the enormous allocation 





for rural welfare will imporve the economy to 
take care of the deficit. But many economists 





ibtful of the theory. 
eee 





na beat Venus Williams to lift the 
Wimbledon title for women, thereby ending 





n. Roger Federer won the 
men’s title. In addition he created history 
by eclipsing Pe 


Venus’s reig 





Sampras’s record of 
yenerie® 





14 Grand slam tiles 
and became the first 
man to win 15 majors, 

eee 





= pranad 
walking to school 
the meteorite 





was just a pea sized 
rock, it crea 
inch scar in Gerrit’s arm 


ted a three 





B. 


J.K.Rowling has been 





eve it or not, 


and a foot wide crateras 
4 sued by family 
it bounced on to the i 
ground in U.S.A! 


members of the late 
writer Adrian Jaccbs, 
s «Serena Witiams fusing an idea from 
The budget for his book, Willy the 
2009-10 has been Wizard, in her novel Harry Potter and the 
presented by our Finance Goblet of fire! Infringement of copyright is the 

















a ca ta dati inal Al * 


ainst Rowling and jud; 








case a 
awaited, 





ment is 





Jefirey Balogun, a young sprinter in 
Britain who ran to catch a bus which had just 
started moving, was spotted by a couch and 
recommended for participation in Olympics! 





He is now on the ed; 
team, practising very hard! 
eee 


¢ of the British probables 


Kapil Sibal, union Human Resources 
Minister plans to enact a law, giving the right 
to education to 
all children. But 
many educationists 
feel that 
such a right with 








IVINS indifferent to religion or 
politics, Kavya took home 
out providing an § 40,000 in prizes besides 


adequate number Of the trophy. Three cheers to 
proper schools and 


good teachers is like 
putting the cart 














before the horse. 

The Ministe 

plans to make the 

*J.KRowiing tenth standard public 

examination optional, which ag 
become a subject of debate. 
eee 





in has 








Thirteen year old Indian - American girl, 
Kavya Shivshankar, won the Spelling Bee 
championship after she correctly spelt the 
world laodicean, which means luke -warm or 
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As usual, the question 
regarding good handwriting 
attracted a range of responses, 
from Gandhiji's biography to 
the ‘all important’ board 
exams. But a very curious and 
interesting point which came 
to our observation was the fact 
that more than sixty five 
percent of the letters to the 
viewpoint section came to us 
through e-mails!! A kind of 
unwritten answer to this 
raging debate... 


A good handwriting reflects 
the personality, behaviour and 
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character of a person. It shows the 
organisational abilities of cur 
mind, In addition, it also helps us 
to cultivate a sense of discipline 
and neatness in all spheres of cur 
life. 


- Indhuja.J, Std.x, RSK 
School, Tiruchy; H.R.Ananya, 
Std, VI, Sri Ramakrishna 
Vidya Niketan, Shimla; 
Aarthi Muthukumar, Std, Vill, 
Gitanjali Devashray, Secuderabad; 
K.Kavipriya, Std, 1X, Shrishti 
MHSS, Vellore; R.Anirudhraghay, 
Std.Vill, DAV, Chennai; 
Shruthi.R, Std. IX, SIES 











High School, Mumbai; G.Raga Reddy, 
Std.Vill, Little Flower High School, 
Hyderabad; Sudarshan Gopal, Std.Vi, 
Apeejay School, Now Delhi; R.Harini, 
Std.XI, St.Thomas School, Chennai; 
Meenakshi.G, Std. X, JB Khot High 
School, Mumbai 


First impression is the best 
impression. A good handwriting 
captures the reader's attention 
immediately 





- Lynessa, L. Linson, Std.VI, St, 
Francis Xaviers's High School, Siolim, 
Goa; K.Divya, Std.IX, Govt.Hr.See. 
School, Sathuvachari, Vellore; Vidya. V, 
Sta.VIl, MES, Mumbai; Vaishnavi, 
M.lyengar, Std.Xl, SICESS, Thane, 








Sonal Raj, Std.Vill, KV Malad, Mumbai 
R.Priya, Std.IX, Tagore International 
School, New Dethi; Pranav Kolady, Il 
Grade, Challenger School, San 
Sindhuja Malladi, Std.x, 
Hyderabad; J.Priscilla Nish 
Yercaud; G.R.Swathi, Std.Vi, St. 
Joseph's MHSS, Sathyamangalam 





Gandhiji neglected his 
handwriting in his earlier life but 
realised its importance when 
he travelled abroad. In his 
biography he has stated that bad 





MHSS, Tiruchy; Kirtisagar Sharma, 
Std.Vill, St.Vincent's High School, 
Pune; Anu Elizabeth Shibu, Std.Vil, 
KE School, Kottayam; Shakuntala.Y. 
Madar, Std.XIl, Deepvihar Hr. 
Sec. School, Goa; Chetan.S, Std.lV, 








KLE School, Dharwad; V.Aparna, 
Std.XI, St.Joseph’s Convent, 
Nagercoil; Namitha Satheesh, 


Std.VIll, Maharishi Vidya Mandir, 
Chennai 


The advantages of a good 
handwriting cannot be stressed 
enough, especially if you are 





hand writing should be regarded 
as a sign of imperfect education 

+ Feroz Baker, Std.Vil, KV-Pattom, 
Trivandrum; Lilabati Mohanta, 
Std.X, St.Francis Sr. Sec. School, 
Chattisgarh; Barsha Naik, Std IX, The 
Assembly of God Church, Kolkata; 
Visalakshi, Std.1X, Avila Convent, 
Coimbatore; Nipun Sinha, Std X, DAV, 
Navi Mumbai 








‘A good handwriting definitely 
helps us to score well in our 
examinations as the teachers find 
it easy to go through a neatly 
written paper. 

~ P.Shyiamilee, Std.IX, Arokiamatha 


writing your board exams, Good 
handwriting plays a key role in 
scoring well as the examiner has 





* 









to correct hundreds of papers 
each day! 

= T8.Sadhana, Std.Vill, MVM, Hosur; 
Aravind Srinivasan, St4.V, Flora Dale 
School, New Delhi; Ammar Ali Kolkar, 
Std.Vill, Touheed Eng. Medium School, 
Gangolli, Karnataka; Nitin, P. Reuben, 
Std, DPS, Chhattisgarh; Anvitha.P.K, 
Std.Vil, Atomic Energy Central 








School, Kudankulam, Tamil Nadu; 
Archana.T.R, Std.X, KV 1, Palakkad, 
Kerala; S.Venkatakannan, Std.VIll, 


Hindu Sr.Sec.School, Triplicane, 


Chennai; Swarnalakshmi.M.V, Std.1X, 
KV 1, Calicut; Nisha Bharatan, 
Std.VI, St.Paul’s English Medium 
School, Pune; S.Padmashri, Std.Vlil, 
RC Fathima Mat. School, Tiruvarur 





Wilt you stop reading Shakespeare 
if his handwriting is bad? Is 
Wordsworth famous for his 
handwriting or poetry? Content 
and views matter; not the hand 
writing 


= Athipan Anbumani, Std.Vi, 
BVBMHSS, Erode; S.Pooja, Std.Vill, RC 
Fathima Mat. School, Tiruvarur 


Many schools allot extra marks 
for good handwriting, So why lose 
these additional mark? 


Aditi Ravi, Std Vill, Venket 
International Public School, Bengalooru; 
R.Aarthi, Std.IX, MMHSS, Puduchery; 








optional? Is it a good move?” 


(gokulam @ kalkiweekly.com) 





QUESTION FOR THE MONTH 


“What do you think about the Education Ministry's 
recommendation of making the tenth standard board exams 








Send us your views by 25.08.2009. Each published entry will receive a 
prize of Fs, 25/-. Remember to include details of your age, class, school and 
residential address. Those of you who are non- residents of India should send 
us a local (Indian) address too. You can send entries by post or by e-mail 
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P.Sasi Seerthi, Std.Vill, KV 2, Tiruchy; 
Abirami Ramesh, Std. V, St Xavi 
Sec. School, Chhattisgarh; Kavi 
Vidyarrth, Std. V, Carmel Garden HSS, 
Coimbatore; C.Aditya, Std.X, Father 
‘Agnel School, New Delhi 





There are many times when we 
find it difficult to read our own 
handwriting! So please be legible. 

-KG Kavya, Std. Sri Sankara Sr. 





See. School, Chennai. 


604 





Good handwriting plays a vital 
role when you take part in creative, 
essay and other writing com- 
petitions. Projects and reports will 
look good if you have a neat 
handwriting 

= Kirsten Castelino, Std.V, Holy Family 


High School, Mumbai; N.indhumathi, 
Std.XI, TVS MHSS, Madurai; Arun.S. 
Bhat, Std.IX, Oxford Sr. Sec. School, 
Bengalooru 








A 











4 > 
More than a good handwriting 
‘emphasis should be laid on legible 
writing. Over writing and frequent 
cuts and crosses should be avoided. 
The overall presentation should be 
neat and clean. 
= K.AB.Rohini, Std.X, CS! Ewart 
School, Chennai; ASS Kashyap, 
Std.IX, St.Joseph’s Public School, 
Hyderabad; Pramit Ganguly, 
‘Std.Vil, JH Tarapore School, 
Jamshedpur; Veena Venkitesh, 
‘Std.Vill, Greenway Modern 
% Sec. School, Delhi; Sneha. 
V.Nathan, ‘Std.Xi, Hari 
Sti Vidya Nidhi, ‘Thrissur; 
Aparna.S, Std.Vill, Holy Angels ISC 
School, Thiruvananthapuram 














Tn a computer dominated world, 
except for signing a document many 
people rarely use a pen! 

~ A.Aswin Vayiravan, Std.Xtl, TVS: 
MHSS, Madurai; Krishna Mehta, 








St. Kabir School, Navrangpura, 
Ahmedabad; Nayana.B, Std,Vill, 
Holy Angels ISC School, 





Nanthencode, Trivandrum 


In higher classes, it becomes 
difficult to maintain speed as well as 
good handwriting. One of these has 
to be sacrificed. 

= RuHarish, Std. Vil, Air Force 
School, Bengaloort 
Sowbhagya.S.Prabhu, Std. X, 
‘St.Mary's Bethany Public School, 
Alappuzha; Milana Prakash, Std.Vi, 
Blue Bells School, New Delhi 
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Hoy, | fee! really thrilled that 
illu Is taking part in the quiz 
competition in Ju Ju Tv. |have 
borrowed a whole lot of books 
from the library 


clonce, History, 


the first position... 


/..if she goos 
through these 
books, 


{will throw away all the CDs... | will 
also pull out the cable so that she is 
unable to view the TV. 
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